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home in the county, regardless
of past membership status,
though new residents moving
to the county after the June 1
start date will need to buy their
own Air Methods Advantage
memberships.

The life flight program is
being paid for jointly by Union
General Hospital Inc. and the
Union County Government,
with the county’s portion of
the cost estimated at about
$55,000.

There has been some
confusion caused by renewal
letters mailed in error by Air
Methods.

For those who signed
up last year, there is no need
to renew memberships. Those
memberships were, in effect,
renewed automatically on
June 1.

Air Methods has since
mailed a subsequent letter
to residents to explain the
renewal mailout error.

“Please disregard the
renewal letter as your coverage
has been paid in advance by
your community,” reads the
correction letter. “Coverage
starts on June 1, 2017, and
covers you through May 31,
2018.”

Residents who renewed
their memberships prior
to the June 1 start date of
countywide coverage can
receive a refund by calling the
Air Methods billing office at 1
(855) 877-2518, or emailing
airmethodsadvantage @
airmethods.com.

Air Methods Advantage
memberships only cover

CLASSIFIED
ADS SELL!

Call 706-745-6343 or
email ads@nganews.com

residents who are transported
via Air Methods aircraft, such
as the helicopter stationed at
Union General, though all
regional medical helicopter
services respond to emergencies
if needed and available.

If the Air Life Georgia
helicopter is busy life-flighting
a patient when another Union
County resident requires an
air ambulance, a competing
service may respond.

Should a medical
helicopter other than an Air
Methods aircraft act as a
transport, then the Air Methods
Advantage membership would
not apply to the flight provided
by the other service.

An example of a
competing air ambulance
service is the Life Force
4 helicopter out of Blue
Ridge, which offers its own
membership plan through the
AirMedCare Network.

The two helicopters —
Air Life Georgia 14 and Life
Force 4 — act as backups for
each other in the event that
the other is busy or down for
maintenance, though only the
Air Life Georgia helicopter
is covered by Air Methods
Advantage memberships.

Essentially, while the
odds are in favor of being
transported via the locally
stationed Air Life Georgia
helicopter that is covered by
the Air Methods Advantage
membership, residents could
go a step further to protect
themselves against out-of-
pocket expenses by purchasing
memberships with the separate
air ambulance services in the
region.

Being transported
via medical helicopter is
expensive, ranging in the tens
of thousands of dollars per

flight.

Usually, helicopter
services are able to negotiate
some payment through patients’
insurance companies, though
the out-of-pocket costs left
over after insurance can still be
many thousands of dollars.

On its company website,
Air Methods says that members
can ask their doctors or
care providers to request an
Air Methods aircraft if it is
available and can safely meet
the needs of the patient.

“If you are flown by
an Air Methods aircraft for
medical necessity in a location
where Air Methods operates
the aircraft, you will not have
any out-of-pocket expense
for the air medical transport,”
according to Air Methods
literature. “Air Methods is the
largest provider of air medical
coverage in the United States,
operating in 48 states.

“If you travel to an area
where Air Methods operates,
you can rest assured that your
membership coverage will
protect you from any out-
of-pocket expense if you are
flown for medical necessity
by an Air Methods-operated
aircraft.”

Air Life Georgia 14
has been stationed at Union
General Hospital since May
of 2016, and has transported
hundreds of patients to safety.

Any Union County Air
Methods Advantage members
who receive a medically
necessary flight via the
helicopter at Union General
Hospital can take advantage of
their memberships by calling
the company’s billing office
following the flight, or upon
receipt of a bill, at which time
proof of residency will be
required.

Even residents without
health insurance are covered
through the membership for
Air Methods life flights.

& LocAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

O WAZOO! QUILTING

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512 ‘

(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

GATNS BREFURNIGN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

FREE y
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

= 'L Flip Varney

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

[CommercialgResiaential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

»” 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

COPELANDS

BURGERS & SOUTHERN EATS

Monday - Thursgay 11AM-97M
Friday & Saturday 11am-10pm
i Sulndaly 1 1|AM-3PM
Downtown Blairslvillle, Op_e Block from
lthe’ Squhre', aclros_ls from (iity’Halll
| l I I

- Horse Camp -l

Summer at Trackrock Stables

Daily or Weekly
Beginning June 5
Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252
Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com

Impact Design, Inc.

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street « Blairsville, GA 30512

FREE
ESTIMATES

All Installing
Materials

Furnished

ICH

Insulation
Hanging
Sheetrock

Finishing
Texturing

706-400-5674
Laser Engraving « Custom Apparel « Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

DRYWALL

Young Harris Hwy.

706-745-5307 Blairsville, GA

BRASSTOWN PHARMAGY

706-745-2303

Locaren At 23B Mureny Hwy Bramsviiee GA

29U Ny ASIISZS i (eTAXIB 21 v
“Affordable Quality” in Locally Handcrafted
Furniture & Cabinetry, Custom Wood-
Carved Screen Doors and Unique Decor!

Sandra Nix
Custom Cakes
Cakes & Cuycakes

fOT any

Syecia( Occasion

Gluten Free Available
Blairsville & Surrounding Areas

917-595-7230

Tax Probleme? Tax Qolutione!

.":
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'SOLUTIONS

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Senving North Geongia for 30 years

417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

North Georgia Sales LLC

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 « Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net * (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect
combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.
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